Cardiac dysrhythmia complicating total parotidectomy.
Sudden severe dysrhythmias during anaesthesia can be life- threatening for the patient. We describe a case in which ventricular dysrhythmias and severe bradycardia occurred during dissection and mobilization of the deep lobe of the parotid gland during total parotidectomy under general anaesthesia. We believe that these dysrhythmias were caused by a trigemino- vagal reflex similar to the oculocardiac reflex, but with afferent innervation from mandibular division of the trigeminal nerve. The case report is presented to illustrate a possible existence and importance of reflex bradycardic responses that may occur during surgical procedures involving the parotid gland.